
Riverbend Homesites Association 

2024 Annual Water Quality Report 

Dear Riverbend Homesites Association Member 

The Riverbend Homesites Association is required to provide you with this Annual Water Quality Report.  This 

report  contains: 

• The sources of your drinking water. 

• What substances are in your drinking water. 

• Programs put in place to protect your water. 

• All water tested from the source wells passed current Federal and State Standards. 

• How you can become informed and involved in issues affecting your drinking water. 
 
We want our members to be informed about their Water Association.  For general questions, contact  the  
Office at (253) 848-1947.  Board meetings are held monthly.  The Association also has an Annual Meeting each 
year and notice of this meeting is sent to all members of  Riverbend.  Contact  the office for more information.  
If you have any questions about this report or your water system, please contact SMS, Inc. at (425) 829-6425.   

 
Riverbend Homesites Association Profile 
 
The Riverbend Homesites Association is a non-profit, consumer owned corporation incorporated on May 15, 
1964 which is administered by a Board of Directors. The purpose of the Association is to maintain the common 
property, consisting mainly of the water system and open-space/park parcels within the Plat of     Riverbend.  
Operation and maintenance of the water system is provided on a contractual basis by certified water works 
operators and a licensed professional engineer. 
 
Where Does Your Drinking Water Supply Come From 
 
Your water source is groundwater that is currently pumped from two wells (Wells #2 and #3) located along the 
northern edge of the Riverbend development and are considered to be a well field for groundwater management 
and sampling purposes.  The well field currently supplies approximately 87,000 gallons/day of customer use.  
Riverbend has a generator at the source wells which supplies emergency back-up power.       The Association 
does not add anything to the groundwater.  Parents may wish to inquire with their dentists about supplemental 
fluoride treatments or fluoride toothpastes.  The Washington State Department of Health conducted a survey of 
the water system in August of 2024.  Copies are available upon request. 
  
Who Watches Your Water 
 
Association Members are needed to keep a watch on the water. Your questions, concerns and observations are an 
important part of the Association's quality assurance and security programs. Only Association staff and local fire 
departments are authorized to use fire hydrants. Members that notice unauthorized use of a fire hydrant should 
contact the Association office immediately. 

The Riverbend Homesites Association through its WA State DOH licensed contractor collects the water samples and 
protects the service area's water sources. The Association also designs, operates, and maintains your water 
production, storage and distribution system. 

The Washington State Department of Health enforces the USEPA standards. State certified laboratories are used to 
test the water according to these standards and procedures. Web site: www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw 
 
The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) sets national standards under the Safe Drinking Water Act. 
Hotline: 1-800-426-4791  Web site: www.epa.gov/safewater 
 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw


 
Annual Water Use  
  
In 2024, the entire Riverbend water system registered 31,767,000 gallons of water production.  The average low 
end daily use per customer was 150 gallons per day.  During the summer months, the average daily use per 
customer increased to 270 gallons per day.   
 
 
 

Required Information From The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency On The Potential For 
Health Concerns Relating To Drinking Water 

 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottle water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs and wells. As water travels over the land surface or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring 
minerals and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or human activity. 
 
All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  A 
contaminant is defined as any substance in water. Not all substances are harmful.  Information about contami-
nants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency's Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA adopts regulations setting the water quality standards for public 
water systems. The federal Food and Drug Administration regulates contaminants in bottled water and is 
responsible for providing the same level of public health protection. This water quality report provides 
information on your water sources, water quality and programs and projects related to your drinking water. It is 
required by the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and will help you make decisions for yourself and your family 
about an important subject - your drinking water. 
 
MCL's are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated 
constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a 
one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect. 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 
organ transplants, people with HIV /AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care 
providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and 
other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline and on the EPA's web 
site. 
 
 
 
Water Quality Monitoring Results 

The Riverbend Homesites Association routinely monitors for constituents in your drinking water according to 
Federal and State laws. However, due to the historical non-detection of contaminants, the Association routinely 
monitors on a  3 – 6  year cycle for volatile organic, synthetic organic, herbicides and radionuclides. A full 
monitoring program was conducted in  April  2024.  The next set of sampling will be in the year 2027.  Coliform 
bacteria is monitored on a monthly basis.  Nitrates and other monitoring is conducted as required or warranted.  
None of the 144 volatile organic, synthetic organic, herbicide or carbamate contaminants were detected in the 
groundwater sources.  In the Riverbend Association's well water supply, the primary potential contaminants and 
their sources include inorganic and radionuclide contaminants such as salts, minerals and metals which can be 
naturally occurring. 

 

 

 

 

    



 
Inorganic Testing 

EPA 
  Regulated (Primary)                                                Date of Testing:     April   2024 

      

Contaminant U MCL Major contaminant sources in Drinking Water Well Field 
 

 

(Units)        
Arsenic  (ppb) 0 10 Erosion of natural deposits runoff from or- 

chards; runoff from glass and electronics  
production wastes 

ND  

Nitrate  (ppm) 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use: leaching from septic 0.82  

   tanks; erosion of natural deposits   

Arsenic in February 2002, the USEPA tightened the MCL for Arsenic from 50 ppb to 10 ppb. Some people who drink water 
that contains arsenic in excess of MCL over many years could experience skin damage or problems with their circulatory 
system and may have an increased risk of getting cancer.  Trace arsenic is a likely dietary requirement and is a constituent of 
many foods such as meat, fish, and grains. 
Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is a health risk for infants of less than six months of age. 
Nitrate levels may rise quickly for short periods of time because of rainfall or agricultural activity. If you are 
caring for an infant you should ask advice from your health care provider. 

Inorganic Testing - State/EPA Regulated and Unregulated (Secondary)    -    Date of Testing:    July  2018 

      
Contaminant 

(Units) 
   U MCL Major contaminant sources in Drinking 

Water 
Well Field 

 

 

Turbidity       (NTU)  1 Natural Deposits 0.44 
 

                   
Sodium         (ppm)  20 Natural Deposits ND 

                   
Manganese   (ppm)  .05 Natural Deposits ND 

                 
Zinc               (ppm)  5 Natural Deposits ND 

                  
Lead              (ppm)  .015 

 
 

Natural Deposits 0.0011 
                     

Copper          (ppm)  1.3 
 

Natural Deposits 0.022 
                    

Sodium: No MCL requirement. The EPA has established a recommended level of 20 ppm for sodium as a 
concern for those persons that may be restricted for daily sodium intake in their diets.  Sodium in drinking water 

may cause increased blood pressure. Persons on sodium-restricted diets may wish to provide sodium levels to their physicians. 
 
Radionuclide Testing - EPA Regulated                                                                   Date of Testing:  June  2022 

     
Contaminant 

(Units) 
U 
 

MCL Major contaminant sources in Drinking Water 
Well Field 

 

 

Gross Alpha (pCi/I) 0 15 Natural Deposits     ND  

Gross Beta  (pCi/1) 0 50 Natural Deposits     NA  

Radium – 228  (pCi/l) 0      5 Natural Deposits     0.6 
 

           
 

Radium:  Radioactive element decay yields Radon gas which can dissolve and accumulate in underground water 
sources, such as wells, and in the air in your home. Breathing radon can cause lung cancer. Drinking water 
containing radon presents a risk of developing cancer. Radon in air is more dangerous than radon in water.  
Radon is measured in pCi/L or picocurie.  That’s the scientific way of saying one part per trillion. 
Lead and Copper are generally non-detectable (ND) to less than .002 parts per million (ppm) in the 
groundwater. However, these metal concentrations can increase when water contacts plumbing materials 
containing lead, brass and copper. Because domestic plumbing is the primary source of these metals, drinking 
water regulations require testing of the water in contact with domestic plumbing for at least 6 hours. Regular use 
at each faucet greatly reduces leaching from lead and copper plumbing into tap water.  The Association has 
identified a number of representative homes and takes samples at inside taps when water has been standing for 
the required amount of time. Instead of an MCL, the USEPA has set an Action Levels. If more than 10% of the 
first draw samples are greater than .015 ppm for lead or 1.30 ppm for copper, the water system is required to 
optimize treatment to minimize the levels of lead or copper. Monitoring conducted by the Association during 
July  2024 showed  lead  ranging  from Not Detected (ND) to .005 ppm and copper ranging from Not Detected 
to  0.43 ppm. These levels are well below the Action Levels for either contaminant.  
 
 
 
 



What Do Those Abbreviations Mean 
 
In the tables you may find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better 
understand these terms we've provided the following definitions: 
 
Not-Analyzed (NA) - not included in the current analysis. 
Not-Detected (ND) - laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present at the level of detection. 
Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million corresponds to one second 
every 12 days or a single penny in $10,000. 
Parts per billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter - one part per billion corresponds to one second in 32 years, 
or a single penny in $10,000,000. 
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) is a measure of the clarity of water.  Turbidity in excess of 5NTU is 
just noticeable to the average person. 
Action Level (AL)- the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirements which a water system must follow. 
Picocuries per liter (pCi/I) - Picocuries per liter is a measure of radioactivity in water. 
Maximum Contaminant Level  (MCL) The "Maximum Allowed" (MCL) is the highest level of a 
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  

 

 

 
 
         Riverbend Homesites Association 
         c/o  J & M Management 

Puyallup,  WA  98375 
(253) 848-1947 ext.131 
www.riverbendhomesites.org 
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